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 1.  Introduction and Background 

 This  statement  accompanies  the  full  planning  application  for  the  proposed  new  St  Richard 

 Gwyn  Catholic  High  School  to  replace  the  existing  school.  The  works  will  include  new  access, 

 parking,  landscape  works,  and  the  provision  of  replacement  formal  and  informal  outdoor 

 recreation  areas.  This  report  sets  out  the  planning  context  for  the  site  and  the  project  and 

 provides a planning assessment of the proposed development. 

 2.  The Site 

 The  proposed  application  site  comprises  the  existing  St  Richard  Gwyn  Catholic  High  School 

 and  the  adjacent  playing  fields/  outdoor  space.  The  site  comprises  a  total  area  of  around  5.2 

 ha, and is located some 2.6 km (1.6 miles) to the north-east of Barry town centre. 

 It  is  accessed  directly  from  Argae  Lane  which  connects  with  the  A4231  approximately  60m 

 from  the  western  corner  of  the  site.  Argae  Lane  follows  a  south-west  to  north-east  direction 

 (N60°E)  and  the  site  lies  parallel  to  this.  The  existing  arrangement  of  school  buildings  follows 

 this  orientation.  The  maximum  length  of  the  site  is  just  over  270m  (south-west  to  north-east) 

 and approximately 225m depth (north-west to south-east). 

 The  site  is  boarded  by  hedgerows  on  all  sides,  and  Argae  Lane  along  its  northern  boundary. 

 Land  adjoining  to  the  east  and  west  is  in  agricultural  use  (pastoral  use),  and  land  adjoining  to 

 the south comprises a solar array. 
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 Figure 1: Aerial view of site (Google Earth) 
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 3.       Proposed development 

 The  proposed  development  is  an  expanded  replacement  high  school  and  associated  facilities 

 within the grounds of the existing school, which will eventually be demolished. 

 The proposed development comprises: 

 1.  New  high  school  comprising  around  10,000  sqm  in  total  ranging  from  1  -  4  storeys,  8 

 form entry. This is proposed to be located in the south-western part of the site; 

 2.  Outdoor informal hard and soft surface recreation spaces; 

 3.  Outdoor formal recreation spaces (4G pitch, running track); and, 

 4.  Replacement  parking  (101  spaces  including  EV  charging),  on-site  bus  drop-off  area  (6 

 spaces), plus cycle spaces. 

 Full  details  of  the  proposed  development,  and  options  considered,  are  set  out  in  the  Design 

 and  Access  Statement.  The  scheme  is  proposed  to  improve  the  education  facilities,  improve 

 inclusivity,  and  to  achieve  a  higher  standard  of  education  for  current  and  future  students  at 

 the school. 
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 4.  Planning History 

 The most relevant planning history is set out below: 

 Extension  to  the  existing  school  2021:  Supply  and  installation  of  Two  Section  Modular 

 Building,  comprising  of  15no  toilet  cubicles  and  communal  hand  wash  trough  station.  Supply 

 and  installation  of  New  Cabin  comprising  2no.  breakout  classroom  /  offices  with  secure  store 

 rooms and central entrance lobby (reference 2021/01023/RG3). 

 Full permission granted 18/10/21. 

 Temporary  extension  2013:  Remove  a  2  classroom  portacabin  building  and  replace  with  a 

 larger  portacabin  7  classroom  building  to  provide  additional  teaching  facilities  and  provide 

 enough space to contain a school library facility (reference 2013/0397/FUL). 

 Full permission granted 19/06/13 

 Rooftop  solar  schemes  2011  and  2012:  Installation  of  photovoltaic  solar  panels  to  roof  tops 

 (references 2011/0355/FUL and 2012/0833/FUL). 

 Full permission granted 08/06/2011/ 26/09/2012. 

 Solar  farm  on  adjoining  land  to  south-east:  Construction  of  a  PV  solar  farm  for  the  production 

 of  electricity  comprising  solar  panels  mounted  on  fixed  frames  with  associated  infrastructure 

 and  buildings  (including  gravel  tracks,  cabling,  security  monitoring  system,  transformers, 

 inverters,  substations,  and  ancillary  equipment),  security  fencing  and  gates,  landscaping  and 

 temporary construction access. 

 Full  permission  granted  02/10/15  (reference  2015/0573/FUL).  (A  number  of  amendments  were 

 subsequently made to the scheme and it is now completed. 
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 5.  Planning Policy Context 

 This  section  sets  out  the  planning  legislation  and  policy  context  for  the  proposed 

 development comprising the national and local planning contexts.  It includes the following: 

 ●  Legislation 

 ●  National Planning Policy and Technical Advice Notes; and 

 ●  Local Development Plan and supplementary planning guidance. 

 Key Planning Legislation 

 Under  Section  38(6)  of  the  Planning  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Act  2004  and  section  70(2)  of 

 the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  1990,  planning  decisions  must  be  made  in  accordance 

 with  the  Development  Plan,  unless  material  considerations  indicate  otherwise.  For  Wales,  the 

 Development  Plan  includes  the  National  Development  Framework  for  Wales,  any  strategic 

 development  plan  for  an  area  that  includes  all  or  part  of  that  area,  and  the  local  development 

 plan for that area. 

 The  Planning  Act  (Wales)  (PWA)  2015  states  that  Local  Planning  Authorities  must  exercise  their 

 function  in  relation  to  the  determination  of  planning  applications  “  ...as  part  of  carrying  out 

 sustainable  development  in  accordance  with  the  Well-being  of  Future  Generations  (Wales) 

 Act  2015  (annex  2),  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  development  and  use  of  land 

 contribute  to  improving  the  economic,  social,  environmental  and  cultural  well-being  of 

 Wales.  ” (PA(W), Sec.2(2)). 

 5 

 PAC D
RAFT 



 January 2023 

 The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (2015) 

 The  Well-being  of  Future  Generations  Act  requires  public  bodies  in  Wales  to  consider  the 

 long-term  impact  of  their  decisions,  to  work  better  with  people,  communities  and  each  other, 

 and to prevent persistent problems such as poverty, health inequalities and climate change. 

 The  Planning  Act  (Wales)  2015  states  that  Local  Planning  Authorities  must  exercise  their 

 function  in  relation  to  the  determination  of  planning  applications  “  ...as  part  of  carrying  out 

 sustainable  development  in  accordance  with  the  Well-being  of  Future  Generations  (Wales) 

 Act  2015  (annex  2),  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  development  and  use  of  land 

 contribute  to  improving  the  economic,  social,  environmental  and  cultural  well-being  of 

 Wales.  ” (PA(W), Sec.2(2)). 

 The  Act  puts  in  place  seven  well  being  goals.  The  Act  makes  it  clear  that  the  listed  public 

 bodies  must  work  to  achieve  all  of  the  goals,  not  just  one  or  two.  The  goals  are  identified 

 below 

 Figure 2: Well being Goals 
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 The  Future  Generations  Act  defines  Sustainable  Development  in  Wales  as:  “  The  process  of 

 improving  the  economic,  social,  environmental  and  cultural  well-being  of  Wales  by  taking 

 action,  in  accordance  with  the  sustainable  development  principle,  aimed  at  achieving  the 

 well-being  goals.  ”  It  sets  out  five  ways  of  working  needed  for  Public  Bodies  to  achieve  the 

 seven  well-being  goals:  balancing  short-term  needs  with  the  needs  to  safeguard  the  ability  to 

 also  meet  long-term  needs;  considering  how  the  public  body’s  well-being  objectives  may 

 impact  upon  each  of  the  well-being  goals,  on  their  objectives,  or  on  the  objectives  of  other 

 public  bodies;  involving  people  with  an  interest  in  achieving  the  well-being  goals,  and 

 ensuring  that  those  people  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  area  which  the  body  serves;  acting  in 

 collaboration  with  any  other  person  (or  different  parts  of  the  body  itself)  that  could  help  the 

 body  to  meet  its  well-being  objectives;  and  preventing  problems  occurring  or  getting  worse 

 may help public bodies meet their objectives. 
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 National Policy 

 Planning Policy Wales (2021) Ed. 11 

 Planning  Policy  Wales  (PPW)  is  the  Welsh  Government’s  land  use  planning  policy  for  Wales. 

 The  primary  objective  of  PPW  is  to  ensure  the  planning  system  contributes  towards  the 

 delivery  of  sustainable  development,  and  improves  the  social,  economic,  environmental  and 

 cultural well-being of Wales, as required by the PWA and Wellbeing Act. 

 The  role  of  PPW  is  to  establish  the  key  principles  for  the  planning  system.  It  forms  part  of  the 

 Planning  Framework  for  Wales  and  as  a  material  consideration,  has  substantial  weight  in  the 

 planning  process.  It  adopts  a  placemaking  approach  to  plan  making,  planning  policy  and 

 decision making. 

 PPW  describes  the  process  of  placemaking  as  an  “  inclusive  process,  involving  all  of  those 

 with  a  professional  or  personal  interest  in  the  built  and  natural  environment,  which  focuses 

 on  developing  plans,  making  decisions  and  delivering  developments  which  contribute  to  the 

 creation  and  enhancement  of  sustainable  places  ’’  (par.  2.6)  and  it  “...is  a  holistic  approach  to 

 the planning and design of development and spaces, focused on positive outcomes. 

 It  draws  on  an  area’s  potential  to  create  high  quality  development  and  public  spaces  that 

 promote people’s prosperity, health, happiness, and well being in the widest sense  ” (p.14). 

 It  sets  out  the  key  planning  principles  of  ‘achieving  the  right  development  in  the  right  place’ 

 by the principles of: 

 ●  Growing our economy in a sustainable manner 

 ●  Making best use of resources 

 ●  Facilitating healthy and accessible environments 

 ●  Creating and sustaining communities 

 ●  Maximising environmental protection and limiting environmental impact. 
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 These  are  then  underpinned  by  National  Sustainable  Placemaking  Outcomes  in  relation  to 

 each principle. 

 It also sets out the four key themes which contribute to placemaking thus: 

 ●  Strategic  and  spatial  choices,  including  how  to  achieve  good  design  that  enables 

 access  and  inclusivity,  environmental  sustainability  and  respect  for  local  character;  and 

 healthier places, including enabling opportunities for outdoor activity and recreation. 

 ●  Active  and  social  places,  including  encouraging  the  multiple  use  of  open  space  and 

 facilities, where appropriate, to increase their effective use. 

 ●  Productive  and  enterprising  places,  including  the  promotion  of  healthy  lifestyles,  and 

 physical  and  mental  health  and  wellbeing,  provision  of  integrated  green  infrastructure 

 and resilience to climate change. 

 ●  Distinctive  and  natural  places,  including  the  need  to  conserve  and  enhance  the 

 historic  environment  and  its  assets;  protecting  and  enhancing  green  infrastructure 

 assets  and  the  protection  and  enhancement  of  biodiversity;  protection  of  trees  and 

 woodland  where  they  contribute  towards  the  ecological,  character  or  green 

 infrastructure  functionality  of  an  area;  and  to  integrate  Sustainable  Drainage  Systems 

 to minimise flood risk and maximise other benefits. 
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 Each theme contributes in different ways to the placemaking outcomes. 

 The  way  these  different  principles,  themes  and  targets  integrate  when  considering  planning 

 proposals  is  summarised  in  Figure  3  below.  That  is,  the  first  consideration  is  how  the 

 proposals  contribute  towards  strategic  and  spatial  choices;  then  how  they  contribute  towards 

 active  and  social  places,  productive  and  enterprising  places  and  distinctive  and  natural 

 places.  The  outcomes  of  this  process  should  result  in  a  proposal  which  contributes  towards  a 

 sustainable place and achieving the well-being goals and sustainable placemaking outcomes. 

 Figure 3: Applying PPW principles in decision making 

 Each  theme  contributes  in  different  ways  to  the  placemaking  outcomes.  Education 

 development  generally  falls  under  the  active  and  social  places  theme,  which  includes  the  key 

 placemaking  outcomes  of:  integrated  green  infrastructure;  resilient  to  climate  change; 

 promotes  physical  and  mental  health  and  wellbeing;  convenient  access  to  goods  and 

 services;  minimising  the  need  to  travel;  appropriate  development  densities;  makes  best  use  of 

 natural  resources;  feels  safe  and  inclusive;  provides  equality  of  access;  and  embraces  smart 

 and innovative technology. 

 The  promotion  of  Active  Travel  is  prominent  in  PPW;  it  highlights  the  important  role  of  the 

 planning  system  in  promoting  and  supporting  the  delivery  of  Active  Travel  and  creating  the 

 right  environment  and  infrastructure  to  make  it  easier  for  people  to  walk  and  cycle.  The  Active 
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 Travel  Act  2013  makes  walking  and  cycling  the  preferred  option  for  shorter  journeys, 

 particularly  everyday  journeys,  such  as  to  and  from  a  workplace  or  education  establishment  or 

 in order to access health services. 

 Active  Travel  is  integral  to  placemaking,  creating  life  and  activity  in  public  places  and 

 providing  the  opportunity  to  meet  people;  it  is  a  key  component  for  sustainable  places 

 delivering  social,  economic  and  environmental  benefits,  therefore,  new  development  must  be 

 fully accessible by walking and cycling. 

 Figure 4: Active and Social Outcomes (P.42 PPW 11) 
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 Future Wales - The National Plan 2040 

 Future  Wales  -  The  National  Plan  2040  was  adopted  in  February  2021  as  the  national 

 development  framework  setting  the  direction  of  development  in  Wales  to  2040.  The  NDF 

 provides  a  strategy  to  address  key  national  priorities  through  the  planning  system,  including 

 developing  a  vibrant  economy,  developing  strong  ecosystems,  achieving  decarbonisation  and 

 climate-resilience and improving the health and wellbeing of communities. 

 It  sets  out  11  outcomes  of  Future  Wales  comprising  the  vision  for  Wales  in  2040.  The  aim  is  for 

 a Wales where people live: 

 ●  in connected, inclusive and healthy places; 

 ●  in vibrant rural places with access to homes, jobs and services; 

 ●  in  distinctive  regions  that  tackle  health  and  socio economic  inequality  through 

 sustainable growth; 

 ●  in places with a thriving Welsh Language; 

 ●  in towns and cities which are a focus and springboard for sustainable growth; 

 ●  in places where prosperity, innovation and culture are promoted; 

 ●  in places where travel is sustainable; 

 ●  in places with world class digital infrastructure; 

 ●  in places that sustainably manage their natural resources and reduce pollution; 

 ●  in places with biodiverse, resilient and connected ecosystems; and 

 ●  in places which are decarbonised and climate resilient. 

 Future  Wales  divides  Wales  into  4  regions  with  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  falling  within  the 

 South-East  Region,  as  covered  by  the  Regional  Strategic  Diagram  below.  It  shows  that  Barry 

 is included within the national growth area. 

 Figure 4: South-East Region Strategic Diagram (p.164) 
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 Future  Wales  also  provides  a  series  of  national  policies  (ch.4,  Strategic  and  Spatial  Choices), 

 including: 

 Policy 1 – Where Wales will grow; 

 Policy 2 – Shaping Urban Growth and Regeneration – Strategic Placemaking; 

 Policy 3 – Supporting Urban Growth and Regeneration – Public Sector Leadership; and 

 Policy 9 – Resilient Ecological Networks and Green Infrastructure; 

 Policy 12 – Regional Connectivity; and 

 Policy 17 – Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and Associated Infrastructure. 

 Policy  1  identifies  that  South  Wales  is  a  key  location  for  future  growth  and  Policy  2  sets  out  the 

 need  to  create  spatial  frameworks  to  achieve  the  placemaking  aims  of  the  Wales  planning 

 system. 
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 Policy  2  also  sets  out  the  key  Strategic  Placemaking  Principles:  mixtures  of  uses;  a  variety  of 

 housing;  walkable  scales;  increased  densities  in  towns  and  cities;  integration  with  street 

 networks; plot-based development; and green infrastructure. 

 Policy  3  sets  out  how  the  Welsh  Government  will  play  an  active,  enabling  role  to  support  the 

 delivery  of  urban  growth  and  regeneration.  It  details  that  the  Welsh  Government  will  assemble 

 land,  invest  in  infrastructure  and  prepare  sites  for  development.  Policy  3  explains  how  local 

 authorities  and  other  public  sector  bodies  will  work  together  to  unlock  the  potential  of  their 

 land and support them to take an increased development role. 

 Policy  9  explains  the  importance  of  identifying  areas  which  should  be  safeguarded  and 

 created  as  ecological  networks  for  their  importance  for  adaptation  to  climate  change,  for 

 habitat  protection,  restoration  or  creation,  to  protect  species,  or  which  provide  key 

 ecosystems  services,  to  ensure  they  are  not  unduly  compromised  by  future  development;  and 

 also  the  importance  of  identifying  opportunities  where  existing  and  potential  green 

 infrastructure  could  be  maximised  as  part  of  placemaking,  requiring  the  use  of  nature based 

 solutions  as  a  key  mechanism  for  securing  sustainable  growth,  ecological  connectivity,  social 

 equality and well being. 

 Policy  12  emphasises  the  importance  of  Active  Travel  and  explains  how  planning  authorities 

 must  plan  the  growth  and  regeneration  of  the  National  and  Regional  Growth  Areas  to 

 maximise opportunities arising from the investment in public transport. 

 Policy  17  (Renewable  and  Low  Carbon  Energy  and  Associated  Infrastructure)  explains  how  the 

 Welsh  Government  strongly  supports  the  principle  of  developing  renewable  and  low  carbon 

 energy from all technologies and at all scales to meet our future energy needs. 

 Overall,  Cardiff,  Newport  and  the  Valleys  will  be  the  main  focus  for  growth  and  investment  in 

 the  South  East  region.  A  strong  approach  is  taken  towards  key  locational  decisions  focusing 

 on  the  most  sustainable  and  accessible  locations,  address  congestion,  reduce  car-based 

 commuting and improve air quality. 
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 Building Better Places (2020) 

 The  purpose  of  this  Building  Better  Places  (2020)  is  to  set  out  Welsh  Government's  planning 

 priorities  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of  the  effects  of  the  Covid-19  pandemic.  It  highlights  the  key 

 role  of  the  planning  system  in  shaping  the  vision  for  better  places  and  delivering  positive 

 change,  and  places  priority  on  particular  aspects  of  national  policy  from  PPW.  The  document 

 states  that  the  pandemic  crisis  has  highlighted  the  need  for  good  quality  places  for  people  to 

 live,  work  and  relax  and  has  emphasised  the  importance  of  the  quality  of  living  and  working 

 environments.  A  duty  is  placed  on  the  planning  system  to  ensure  that  the  post-covid 

 economic recovery does not compromise the quality of the built and natural environment. 

 Active Travel (Wales) Act (2015) 

 The  Active  Travel  (Wales)  Act  (2015)  set  out  that  Welsh  ministers  must  publish  annual  reports 

 on  the  amount  of  active  travel  journeys  made  in  Wales.  There  is  also  a  requirement  for  Local 

 Authorities  to  identify  and  plan  for  active  travel  routes  and  increase  the  provision  for  walking 

 and  cycling,  and  encourage  users  to  rely  less  on  cars.  Local  highway  authorities  are  required 

 to  give  greater  consideration  to  the  requirements  of  walkers  and  cyclists  and  provide  greater 

 infrastructure  provision  to  them.  The  act  also  highlights  the  need  to  build  connections 

 between  key  sites  such  as  workplaces,  hospitals,  schools  and  shopping  areas  with  active 

 travel routes. 
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 Technical Advice Notes (TANs) 

 Technical  Advice  Notes  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  Planning  Policy  Wales  (PPW).  TANs 

 should  be  taken  into  account  by  the  local  planning  authorities  in  the  preparation  of 

 Development  Plans.  They  may  be  material  to  decisions  on  individual  planning  applications 

 and  will  be  taken  into  account  by  inspectors  and  the  Welsh  Government  in  the  determination 

 of  appeals  and  called-in  planning  applications.  The  following  TANs  are  relevant  to  the 

 proposed development: 

 Technical Advice Note 12: Design (2016) 

 The  revised  Technical  Advice  Notes  (TAN)  aims  to  equip  all  those  that  are  involved  in  the 

 design  of  development  with  advice  on  how  sustainability,  through  good  design,  may  be 

 facilitated  through  the  planning  system.  It  sets  out  the  core  design  principles  that  any 

 development  proposal  must  follow  to  help  create  a  sustainable  environment  and  exhibit  a 

 high  level  of  design  quality.  These  are  structured  via  the  five  following  key  objectives  of  good 

 design: 

 ●  Access - Ensuring ease of access for all; 

 ●  Character  -  Sustaining  of  enhancing  local  character;  promoting  legible  development; 

 promoting  a  successful  relationship  between  public  and  private  space;  promoting 

 quality, choice and variety; and promoting innovative design; 

 ●  Community  Safety  -  Ensuring  attractive,  safe  public  spaces  and  security  through 

 natural surveillance; 

 ●  Environmental  Sustainability  -  Achieving  efficient  use  and  protection  of  natural 

 resources and enhancing biodiversity; and, 

 ●  Movement - Promoting sustainable means of travel. 
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 Figure 5 - Objectives of Good Design 

 Technical Advice Note 11: Noise (1997) 

 This  note  provides  advice  on  how  the  planning  system  can  be  used  to  minimise  the  adverse 

 impact  of  noise  without  placing  unreasonable  restrictions  on  development  or  adding  unduly 

 to  the  costs  and  administrative  burdens  of  business.  It  outlines  some  of  the  main 

 considerations  which  local  planning  authorities  should  take  into  account  in  drawing-up 

 development  plan  policies  and  when  determining  planning  applications  for  development 

 which will either generate noise or be exposed to existing noise sources. 

 Technical Advice Note 15: Development and Flood Risk (2004) 

 This  TAN  provides  guidance  in  relation  to  development  and  flooding.  It  provides  advice  on 

 matters  including  the  use  of  Development  Advice  Maps  (DAM)  to  determine  flood  risk  issues, 

 how  to  assess  the  flooding  consequences  of  proposed  development,  and  action  that  can  be 

 taken  through  development  plans  and  development  management  procedures  to  mitigate 

 flood risk when planning for new development. 
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 The  application  site  is  shown  on  the  advice  maps  as  being  located  in  flood  risk  Zone  C2  - 

 area  of  flood  plain  without  significant  flood  defence  infrastructure.  This  is  shown  on  the  map 

 extract at Figure 6. 

 The  TAN  advises  that  in  zone  C2  “  only  less  vulnerable  development  should  be  considered 

 subject  to  the  application  of  justification  test,  including  acceptability  of  consequences. 

 Emergency  services  and  highly  vulnerable  development  should  not  be  considered  ”  (p.5). 

 Public  buildings,  including  schools,  fall  into  this  category.  Acceptability  of  the  development,  in 

 the  context  of  flood  risk,  will  therefore  follow  the  justification  test,  and  covered  in  the  Flood 

 Consequences Assessment that is submitted with the application. 

 Figure 6:  Extract from NRW Development Advice Maps 

 Technical Advice Note 16: Sport, Recreation and Open Space (2009) 

 Technical  Advice  Note  24:  Sport,  Recreation  and  Open  Space  (Welsh  Government,  January 

 2009)  provides  guidance  on  planning  for  new  open  space  and  recreation  facilities  and 

 highlights the importance of providing recreation space to young people. 
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 Technical Advice Note 18: Transport (2007) 

 This  TAN  recognises  that  Integration  of  land  use  planning  and  development  of  transport 

 infrastructure  has  a  key  role  to  play  in  addressing  the  environmental  aspects  of  sustainable 

 development.  It  states  PPW  and  the  Wales  Transport  Strategy  both  aim  to  secure  the 

 provision  of  transport  infrastructure  and  services,  which  improve  accessibility,  build  a  stronger 

 economy,  improve  road  safety  and  foster  more  sustainable  communities.  This  includes 

 integration of transport and land use planning. 

 Technical Advice Note 23: Economic Development (2014) 

 This  TAN  highlights  the  importance  of  recognition  within  the  planning  system,  the  economic 

 aspects  of  all  development  and  that  planning  decisions  are  made  in  a  sustainable  way,  which 

 balances social, environmental and economic considerations. 

 Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (2017) 

 Technical  Advice  Note  24:  The  Historic  Environment  (Welsh  Government,  May  2017)  provides 

 guidance  on  how  the  planning  system  considers  the  historic  environment  during  development 

 plan  preparation  and  decision-making  on  listed  building  applications.  Conservation  principles 

 are  referenced  in  the  TAN  which  should  be  used  to  assess  the  potential  impacts  of  a 

 development proposal on the significance of any historic asset. 
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 Local Policy 

 Local Development Plan 

 The  statutory  development  plan  for  the  site  is  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  Local  Development  Plan 

 2011  -  2026,  adopted  June  2017.  The  process  to  replace  the  plan  is  underway  as  covered 

 later below. 

 The vision for the adopted plan is that the Vale of Glamorgan is a place: 

 ●  “That  is  safe,  clean  and  attractive,  where  individuals  and  communities  have 

 sustainable  opportunities  to  improve  their  health,  learning  and  skills,  prosperity  and 

 wellbeing; and 

 ●  Where  there  is  a  strong  sense  of  community  in  which  local  groups  and  individuals 

 have  the  capacity  and  incentive  to  make  an  effective  contribution  to  the  future 

 sustainability of the area.  ” (par.4.2) 

 The objectives of the LDP include: 

 ●  To  sustain  and  further  the  development  of  sustainable  communities  within  the  Vale  of 

 Glamorgan, providing opportunities for living, learning, working and socialising for all 

 ●  To  ensure  that  development  within  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  makes  a  positive 

 contribution  towards  reducing  the  impact  of  and  mitigating  the  adverse  effects  of 

 climate change. 

 ●  To  protect  and  enhance  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan’s  historic,  built,  and  natural 

 environment. 

 ●  To  maintain,  enhance  and  promote  community  facilities  and  services  in  the  Vale  of 

 Glamorgan, and, 

 ●  To  ensure  that  development  within  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  uses  land  effectively  and 

 efficiently and to promote the sustainable use and management of natural resources. 

 These  objectives  are  then  taken  forward  into  the  plan  Strategy,  site  specific  allocations,  and 

 development management policies. 
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 Barry  is  identified  as  the  key  settlement  in  the  County  Borough  and  the  focus  of  sustainable 

 growth:  “  The  key  settlement  of  Barry  will  continue  to  be  an  important  hub  for  social  and 

 economic  activity  and  is  recognised  in  the  Strategy  as  one  of  the  most  sustainable  locations 

 within which to focus major new development opportunities  ”  (par. 5.15). 

 The  framework  for  delivering  the  strategy  is  then  set  by  the  Strategic  Policies,  the  following  of 

 which are relevant to the site and the project: 

 SP1  -  Delivering  the  Strategy:  provides  aims  to  improve  the  living  and  working  environment, 

 promote  enjoyment  of  the  countryside  and  coast  and  manage  important  environmental 

 assets; and, 

 SP10  -  Built  and  Natural  Environment:  seeks  to  preserve  and  where  appropriate  enhance  the 

 rich and diverse built and natural environment and heritage of the Vale of Glamorgan. 

 The  development  site  is  located  on  land  outside  the  settlement  boundary  (policy  MD5),  and  is 

 covered  by  a  Minerals  Safeguarding  allocation  (sand  and  gravel,  policies  SP9  and  MG22). 

 Land  to  the  south  is  also  identified  as  a  Minerals  Safeguarding  area  (Limestone).  The  land  is 

 outside  the  green  wedge  or  any  Special  Landscape  Area.  An  extract  from  the  adopted  LDP 

 Proposals Map is included below for reference. 

 The  two  key  policies  in  the  consideration  of  the  proposal  are  MD1  -  ‘Location  of  new 

 development’ and MD2 - ‘Design of New Development’. 

 MD1  -  ‘Location  of  new  development’  provides  criteria  against  which  proposals  for  new 

 development on unallocated land should be considered including to: 

 ●  have no unacceptable impact on the countryside; 

 ●  reinforce the role and function of the key settlement of Barry; 

 ●  Where  appropriate  promote  new  enterprises,  tourism,  leisure  and  community  facilities 

 in the Vale of Glamorgan; 

 ●  Have access to or promote the use of sustainable modes of transport; 
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 ●  Benefit  from  existing  infrastructure  provision  or  where  necessary  make  provision  for 

 new infrastructure without any unacceptable effect on the natural or built environment; 

 ●  Where  possible  promote  sustainable  construction  and  make  beneficial  use  of 

 previously developed land and buildings; 

 ●  Provide  a  positive  context  for  the  management  of  the  water  environment  by  avoiding 

 areas  of  flood  risk  in  accordance  with  the  sequential  approach  set  out  in  national 

 policy and safeguard water resources; and 

 ●  Have no unacceptable impact on the best and most versatile agricultural land 

 Policy  MD2  -  ‘Design  of  New  Development’  provides  extensive  criteria  against  which 

 development proposals will be assessed including that development should: 

 ●  Be  of  a  high  standard  of  design  that  positively  contributes  to  the  context  and  character 

 of  the  surrounding  natural  and  built  environment  and  protects  existing  features  of 

 townscape or landscape interest; 

 ●  Respond  appropriately  to  the  local  context  and  character  of  neighbouring  buildings 

 and uses in terms of use, type, form, scale, mix, and density; 

 ●  Where  appropriate,  provide  new  or  enhanced  areas  of  public  realm  particularly  in  key 

 locations such as town centres, major routes and junctions; 

 ●  Promote  the  creation  of  healthy  and  active  environments  and  reduce  the  opportunity 

 for  crime  and  anti-social  behaviour.  In  the  case  of  retail  centres,  developments  should 

 provide active street frontages to create attractive and safe urban environments; 

 ●  Provide  a  safe  and  accessible  environment  for  all  users,  giving  priority  to  pedestrians, 

 cyclists and public transport users; 

 ●  Have  no  unacceptable  impact  on  highway  safety  nor  cause  or  exacerbate  existing 

 traffic congestion to an unacceptable degree; 

 ●  Where  appropriate,  conserve  and  enhance  the  quality  of,  and  access  to,  existing  open 

 spaces and community facilities; 

 ●  Safeguard  existing  public  and  residential  amenity,  particularly  with  regard  to  privacy, 

 overlooking, security, noise and disturbance; 
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 ●  Provide  public  open  space,  private  amenity  space  and  car  parking  in  accordance  with 

 the council’s standards; 

 ●  Incorporate  sensitive  landscaping,  including  the  retention  and  enhancement  where 

 appropriate of existing landscape features and biodiversity interests; 

 ●  Provide  adequate  facilities  and  space  for  the  collection,  composting  and  recycling  of 

 waste  materials  and  explore  opportunities  to  incorporate  re-used  or  recyclable 

 materials or products into new buildings or structures; and 

 ●  Mitigate  the  causes  of  climate  change  by  minimising  carbon  and  other  greenhouse 

 gas  emissions  associated  with  their  design,  construction,  use  and  eventual  demolition, 

 and  include  features  that  provide  effective  adaptation  to,  and  resilience  against,  the 

 current and predicted future effects of climate change. 

 Policy  MD7  -  ‘Environmental  Protection’  states  that  development  proposals  will  be  required  to 

 demonstrate  they  will  not  result  in  an  unacceptable  impact  on  people,  residential  amenity, 

 property and / or the natural environment from: 

 ●  Pollution of land, surface water, groundwater and the air; 

 ●  Land contamination; 

 ●  Hazardous substances; 

 ●  Noise, vibration, odour nuisance and light pollution; 

 ●  Flood risk and consequences; 

 ●  Coastal erosion or land stability; 

 ●  The loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land; or 

 ●  Any other identified risk to public health and safety. 

 Where  impacts  are  identified  the  Council  will  require  applicants  to  demonstrate  that 

 appropriate  measures  can  be  taken  to  minimise  the  impact  identified  to  an  acceptable  level. 

 Planning  conditions  may  be  imposed  or  legal  obligation  entered  into,  to  secure  any  necessary 

 mitigation and monitoring processes. 

 In  respect  of  flood  risk,  new  developments  will  be  expected  to  avoid  unnecessary  flood  risk 

 and  meet  the  requirements  of  TAN15.  No  highly  vulnerable  development  will  be  permitted 

 within  the  Development  Advice  Map  (DAM)  zone  C2.  Development  will  only  be  permitted  in 

 areas  at  risk  of  flooding  where  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  site  can  comply  with  the 

 justification and assessment requirements set out in TAN15. 
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 Also  of  relevance  is  policy  MG6  -  ‘Provision  of  education  facilities’  which  identifies  sites  that 

 are  allocated  for  the  development  of  new  schools.  It  also  advises  that  existing  schools  will  be 

 extended or improved to meet demand for school places during the plan period. 

 Policy  MD7  -  ‘Environmental  Protection’:  requires  proposals  to  demonstrate  that  they  will  not 

 have unacceptable impact on people, amenity, or natural environment. 

 Figure 6: LDP Proposals Map  (June 2017) 

 The  LDP  Constraints  Map  shows  that  the  site  is  within  flood  zone  C2  as  shown  on  the  NRW 

 Development Advice Maps.  It also shows the minerals area (as above). 

 24 

 PAC D
RAFT 



 January 2023 

 Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) 

 In  addition  to  the  adopted  Local  Development  Plan,  the  Council  has  approved  Supplementary 

 Planning Guidance (SPG). The following SPG are of relevance: 

 ●  Design  in  the  Landscape  (2006):  ensures  that  new  development  is  well  integrated  into 

 the  landscape  by  identifying  the  key  issues  and  features  that  should  be  taken  into 

 account; 

 ●  Sustainable  development  (2006):  provides  a  broad  range  of  considerations  for  how 

 development proposals can contribute to sustainable development; 

 ●  Trees,  Woodlands,  Hedgerows  and  Development  (2018):  provides  guidance  on  how  to 

 fully consider trees and hedgerows as part of new development proposals; 

 ●  Biodiversity  and  development  (2018):  aims  to  ensure  that  any  adverse  impacts  of 

 developments  undertaken  today  will  not  only  protect  biodiversity  today,  but  will  still  be 

 delivering environmental benefits in the future; 

 ●  Parking  Standards  (2019)  aims  to  ensure  that  the  developments  afford  appropriate 

 parking numbers for the type of development; 

 ●  Minerals  Safeguarding  (2018)  seeks  to  assist  with  the  consideration  of  planning 

 applications  within  Minerals  Safeguarding  Areas  (MSAs)  for  hard  rock,  and  sand  and 

 gravel within the Vale of Glamorgan; 

 ●  Travel  Plan  (2018):  promotes  the  use  of  travel  plans  with  planning  applications  which 

 are likely to generate significant travel movements. 
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 6.  Planning Assessment 

 This  section  considers  the  scheme  against  the  relevant  planning  policy.  Planning  applications 

 must  be  determined  in  accordance  with  the  adopted  development  plan  unless  material 

 considerations  indicate  otherwise.  This  requirement  is  set  out  in  the  Planning  and  Compulsory 

 Purchase  Act  2004  (Sec.38(6)).  Further  to  this  is  the  requirement  now  that  a  local  planning 

 authority  in  Wales,  when  carrying  out  a  function  in  relation  to  an  application  for  planning 

 permission,  must  exercise  that  function  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  development  and 

 use  of  land  contribute  to  improving  the  economic,  social,  environmental  and  cultural 

 well-being of Wales (Planning (Wales) Act 2015). 

 The  key  policies  of  the  development  plan,  in  relation  to  this  proposal,  are:  MD1  -  Location  of 

 New  Development,  Policy  MD2  -  Design  of  New  Development,  Policy  MD7  -  Environmental 

 Protection & Policy MD9 - Promoting Biodiversity. 

 Strategic Policies: 

 Policy SP1 – Delivering the Strategy 

 Policy SP9 – Minerals 

 Policy SP10 - Built and Natural Environment 

 Managing Growth Policies: 

 Policy MG6 – Provision of Educational Facilities 

 Policy MG22 – Development in Minerals Safeguarding Areas Managing Development Policies 

 Managing Development Policies 

 Policy MD1 - Location of New Development 

 Policy MD2 - Design of New Development 

 Policy MD7 - Environmental Protection 

 Policy MD9 - Promoting Biodiversity 
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 Principle of Development and site constraints 

 The  application  site  is  outside  the  settlement  boundary,  as  designated  in  the  LDP,  but  is  within 

 the  boundaries  of  the  existing  school  site  and,  therefore,  the  principle  of  development  of  this 

 brownfield  site  should  be  acceptable.  An  assessment  of  the  specific  planning  issues  is 

 outlined below. 

 The  site  has  a  number  of  constraints,  as  an  existing  operational  school  site,  and  therefore 

 providing  all  of  the  necessary  facilities  for  the  proposed  number  of  pupils  is  a  challenging 

 process.  The  general  site  constraints  are  illustrated  on  the  plan  below  and  covered  in  detail 

 in the Design and Access Statement. 

 Part  of  the  development  site  is  within  a  flood  risk  area  defined  in  TAN  15  as  C2  ‘Area  of 

 floodplain  without  significant  flood  defence  infrastructure’.  Schools  are  categorised  as  ‘Highly 

 vulnerable  development’  which  TAN  15  advises  should  not  be  considered  for  development  in 

 zone C2. 

 Figure 7: Aerial view Constraints Plan 
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 The  development  proposals  therefore  include  works  to  manage  flood  risk  by  raising  land 

 levels  and  increasing  local  surface  water  storage  capacity  for  any  flood  events.  This  is 

 discussed  later  below  and  set  out  in  detail  in  the  Flood  Consequences  Report  that  is 

 submitted with the application. 

 An  existing  public  right  of  way  follows  the  eastern  and  southern  boundary  of  the  site  and  is 

 separated from the site by the existing hedgerow and trees. 

 Figure 8: Google Earth view to show mature vegetation 
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 Visual impact and building design 

 The  works  include  the  demolition  of  the  existing  school  and  the  replacement  of  the 

 associated  facilities.  The  existing  school  building  complex  is  located  in  the  centre  and 

 northern  parts  of  the  site.  The  area  is  afforded  a  high  level  of  natural  screening  from  views 

 into  the  site  from  public  access  points  by  the  existing  mature  treeline  and  hedging  along  the 

 A4231,  along  its  eastern  and  southern  boundaries,  and  also  the  paddock  separating  the 

 school site from the A4231 and wider residential area (shown in figure 8 above). 

 This  boundary  green  infrastructure  will  remain  with  the  new  school  building  which,  whilst 

 closer  to  a  nearby  residential  area  than  the  existing  complex,  will  also  therefore  restrict  its 

 impact visually on views of the area from public viewpoints, including the public right of way. 

 The  Design  and  Access  Statement  examines  the  options  that  have  been  considered  for  the 

 scheme,  and  explains  how  the  proposed  scale  and  massing  is  appropriate  to  its  location 

 outside the settlement boundary and within the existing school site. 

 The  proposed  school  is  of  a  similar  scale  to  the  existing  and  it  accommodates  four  floors 

 within  the  central  block  and  steps  down  on  the  additional  blocks  to  reduce  its  scale  and 

 massing. 

 The  other  works,  such  as  the  demolition  of  the  existing  building  and  the  construction  of  the 

 car  park,  will  improve  the  wider  setting  of  the  school  and  provide  a  positive  contribution  on 

 the visual amenity through its improved design and distance set back from Argae Lane. 
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 Heritage Impact 

 The  proposal  does  not  involve  the  demolition  of  any  listed  buildings  or  assets  as  none  exist 

 on  site.  Furthermore  there  is  no  nearby  conservation  area  or  immediately  adjacent  heritage 

 assets.  The  closest  being  Biglis  Farm  to  the  north  east  of  the  site  which  is  separated  by  fields, 

 hedging and a change in elevation. 

 Highways Impact, Parking, and Accessibility 

 The  proposed  redevelopment  of  the  school  will  work  to  provide  a  more  efficient  access 

 strategy  across  its  frontage  on  Argae  Lane.  The  existing  maintenance  gate  and  active  travel 

 route  would  remain  unaffected  by  the  proposals,  with  the  active  travel  route  being  enhanced 

 and fully integrated into pedestrian access across the wider masterplan. 

 The  vehicular  access  arrangements  will  be  upgraded,  whilst  still  maintaining  use  of  existing 

 access  points.  The  current  bus  turning  loop  entrance  will  become  the  entrance  for  all  vehicles 

 into  the  school.  The  existing  school  car  park  access  will  be  modified  to  provide  an  egress  only 

 arrangement  for  all  vehicles  out  of  the  site.  The  existing  bus  loop  egress  will  be  removed  as 

 part  of  the  proposals..  Vehicular  movement  within  the  premises  will  be  largely  contained  to 

 one-way  west  to  east,  with  some  localised  two  way  movements  permitted  to  allow  access 

 within car parking areas. 

 Coach  or  bus  parking  has  been  considered  to  be  provided  internally,  removing  the  need  for 

 vehicles  to  attend  on  the  highway.  Arriving  coaches  /  buses  to  the  internal  drop-off  /  pick-up 

 bays  will  be  directed  to  circulate  through  this  area  to  join  the  back  of  the  queue  /  park  in 

 nearest available spaces to the exit of the area so as to maximise stacking capacity. 
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 Figure 9 - Car Parking Standards applied to proposed 

 The  SPG  states  that  disabled  parking  should  account  for  5%  of  the  total  parking  provision  -  on 

 the  basis  of  the  maximum  provision  permitted  of  106  spaces,  this  equates  to  six  disabled 

 bays.  The  proposed  development  provides  a  total  of  101  spaces,  of  which  15  are  designated 

 as disabled bays. The total provision is therefore in accordance with standards. 

 Figure 9 - Cycle Parking Standards applied to proposed 

 Figure  9  shows  that  a  minimum  of  39  cycle  parking  spaces  are  required.  The  masterplan 

 shows  a  total  of  120  cycle  parking  spaces,  which  is  in  accordance  with  VoG  standards.  In 

 addition  to  the  consideration  of  the  SPG  cycle  parking  standards  set  out  in  Table  3-1, 

 consideration  has  been  made  to  BREEAM  standards  for  educational  building  types,  which 

 sets out a requirement of one cycle space per 10 staff and students (combined). 
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 To  summarise  the  proposed  access  strategy,  it  will  reconfigure  the  existing  access  points 

 between  the  school  and  Argae  Lane  to  include  one  access  point  and  one  egress  point  for  all 

 vehicles  including  buses,  coaches  and  private  cars  belonging  to  staff  or  visitors.  Vehicular 

 movement  will  operate  one-way  across  the  site  frontage  and  bus  /  coach  drop-off  area,  some 

 localised  two  way  movement  will  be  permitted  to  maximise  car  parking  efficiency  and  also  site 

 safety for students and staff. 

 The  Proposed  Development  complies  with  the  national  and  local  policy  and  guidance,  they 

 support  land  use  planning  principles,  with  access  to  the  site  being  safe  and  suitable  for  all 

 users  thereby  reducing  the  need  to  travel.  The  proposed  access  arrangements  will  integrate 

 with  off-site  provision  to  facilitate  take  up  of  sustainable  modes.  Parking  will  be  provided  in 

 accordance  with  the  adopted  parking  standards  and  will  take  account  of  the  operational 

 needs  of  the  SRB  provision  in  providing  additional  parking  spaces.  In  summary,  the  proposals 

 are  considered  to  be  consistent  with  both  overarching  national  and  local  planning  and 

 transport policy. 
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 Ecological Impact 

 A  Preliminary  Ecological  Appraisal  (PEA)  that  is  submitted  with  this  application  assesses  the 

 ecological constraints and opportunities of the site and the proposed development. 

 The  PEA  found  that  the  majority  of  habitats  present  within  the  site  are  considered  to  be 

 common  and  of  no  more  than  local  importance,  i.e.,  amenity  grassland,  ruderal,  scrub, 

 AstroTurf,  hardstanding  and  earth  bank.  The  loss  of  these  habitats  does  not  require  any 

 mitigation. 

 Figure 10 : Phase 1 habitat plan 

 A  series  of  recommendations  for  biodiversity  enhancement  have  been  made  to  support  the 

 application  and  will  be  implemented  as  part  of  the  development  proposals  and  throughout  its 

 pre-construction, construction and operation.. 
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 Flooding and Drainage 

 The  proposed  areas  of  development  are  partly  within  a  C2  flood  zone  (areas  of  the  floodplain 

 without  significant  flood  defence)  .  The  west  and  south-west  of  the  site  also  includes  a  small 

 area of surface water flooding. 

 TAN  15  advises  that  in  zone  C2  “  only  less  vulnerable  development  should  be  considered 

 subject  to  the  application  of  justification  test,  including  acceptability  of  consequences. 

 Emergency  services  and  highly  vulnerable  development  should  not  be  considered  ”  (p.5). 

 Schools are classified as highly vulnerable development. 

 As  identified  in  the  previous  section,  the  site  is  located  within  Flood  Zone  C2  of  the  NRW 

 ‘Flood  Map  for  Planning’.  The  proposed  development  is  highly  vulnerable  development,  which 

 can  take  place  in  such  zones  when  a  Justification  Test  is  undertaken  and  there  is  an 

 acceptance of the consequences. 

 A  Flood  Consequences  Assessment  has  therefore  been  prepared  and  has  informed  the 

 design.  The  submitted  FCA  demonstrates  that  all  aspects  of  the  Justification  Tests,  including 

 the  acceptability  criteria,  set  out  in  TAN  15  have  been  satisfied.  Consequently,  it  is  considered 

 that the proposed development would meet the requirements of flood risk mitigation. 

 The  aim  of  the  proposed  SuDS  strategy  is  to  mimic  the  natural  catchment  processes  as 

 closely  as  possible  and  ensure  the  design  is  in  accordance  with  the  Welsh  Government's 

 statutory  national  standards  for  sustainable  drainage  systems,  the  local  authority’s  SAB 

 requirements  and  CIRIA’s  C753  SuDS  Manual  as  well  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  Building 

 Regulations, Document H. 

 The  proposed  drainage  strategy  aims  to  maximises  the  amenity  and  biodiversity  benefits  of 

 the  site.  The  proposed  SuDS  components  across  the  site  align  with  the  SAB  standards  and 

 provide  interception,  water  quality  benefits  and  flow/volume  reduction.  All  the  SuDS 

 components  being  proposed  have  been  considered  due  to  their  performance,  design  life  and 

 future maintenance requirements. 
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 The  SuDS  system  greatly  reduces  the  flow  and  volume  to  Coldbrook  and  as  such  provides 

 betterment on site and offsite including: 

 » Managing surface water and reducing flows offsite resulting in reduced flood risk 

 » Reduced volumes will lead to a reduced overall pollution load to the receiving water body 

 »  Reducing  runoff  rates  will  protect  the  receiving  waterbody  from  erosion  and  resulting 

 ecological and 

 morphological damage 

 » Reduction of the impact on downstream capacity 

 Impact on Trees 

 A  Preliminary  Arboricultural  Report  is  submitted  with  the  application.  The  report  identifies  the 

 value  of  existing  trees  and  categorises  them  in  accordance  with  BS5837  (i.e.  from  high  to 

 poor). 

 Figure 11: Tree Constraints Plan 
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 It  found  that:  22%  are  category  A  high  value;  27%  are  category  B  moderate  value  (desirable 

 for  retention);  36%  are  category  C  low  value  (optional  for  retention);  and  14%  are  category  U 

 poor (unsuitable for retention). 

 The  proposed  development  retains  all  of  the  category  A  to  C  trees  and  includes  additional 

 tree planting. 

 There  are  also  no  trees  within  the  site,  or  adjacent,  which  are  covered  by  a  Tree  Preservation 

 Order.  The  report  advises  that,  if  the  health  and  stability  of  the  trees  are  maintained,  and  the 

 recommended  tree  protection  strategy  is  implemented,  there  will  be  no  adverse  impact  on 

 the important trees upon or adjacent to the site. 
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 Landscape design 

 The  proposal  is  supported  by  a  landscaping  strategy  which  has  sought  to  achieve  the 

 following: 

 ●  Providing  fun  and  safe  spaces  for  the  pupils  to  play  in,  together  with  creating  enriching 

 environments for learning. 

 ●  Providing a sense of arrival and community within the school site. 

 ●  Maximising areas of soft landscape, in particular ecological enhancements. 

 ●  Promote and maximise sustainable drainage on site. 

 ●  Offering a secure environment. 

 ●  Facilitating easy access and servicing to the site and new building. 

 The  landscaping  design  and  layout  provides  a  significant  improvement  in  the  quality  of  formal 

 and informal recreation space, and enhances biodiversity and green infrastructure. 

 The  landscaping  scheme  will  provide  outdoor  classrooms  and  promote  opportunities  for 

 learning from the landscape. 

 This  is  of  significant  benefit  to  the  education  curriculum  and  student  and  teachers’  well-being. 

 It  is  considered  that  the  scheme  meets  the  requirements  of  the  key  LDP  policies  as  set  out  in 

 the summary table below: 
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 Policy  Assessment Summary 

 MD1 Principle of development  Site is previously developed land, although outside the 
 settlement boundary; 

 It will contribute positively to the role of Barry in 
 enhancing this educational facility; 

 It will be highly accessible by a choice of transportation, 
 with significant provision for cycling; 

 It addresses the existing flood risk to the site though 
 levels, scheme layout, and engineering works; and, 

 It has no impact on the use of agricultural land. 

 MD2 Design of new 
 development 

 The development is of a high design standard, a result 
 from a rigorous design process; 

 It is appropriate in context and character due to the use 
 of the site for a secondary school already; 

 The development also provides safe access for all 
 users and does not represent an unacceptable impact 
 on the highways; 

 It also further enhances the quality of community 
 facilities within the surrounding area by offering 
 improved educational and sporting facilities; and, 

 It further safeguards the surrounding amenities of the 
 local residential developments through its design 
 process. 

 MD7  Environmental Protection  The site has been subject to a number of studies, 
 reports and formative strategies which have guided the 
 design process to ensure the development does not 
 result in an unacceptable impact; 

 It has shown an acceptable level of flood defence and 
 mitigative drainage designs as required due to its 
 position partly within a Zone C2 flood risk area and 
 therefore addresses the flood risk appropriately; 

 The proposal is supported by a thorough SuDs scheme 

 The site has no land contamination, hazardous 
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 substances or other pollutant issues associated with it; 
 and, 

 It is non-agricultural land and is not subject to coastal 
 erosion or stability concerns. 

 MD9 Promoting Biodiversity  The site as contains only common habitats which are 
 not significant to the local area; 

 It is supported by a range of biodiversity enhancements 
 which will enhance biodiversity within and around the 
 site; 

 A full landscaping scheme is also proposed which 
 affords new habitats and supportive planting for a 
 variety of local wildlife; 

 The improved biodiversity on site and the supporting 
 strategies can be integrated into outdoor learning and 
 further promote sustainability and support for wildlife; 

 It is also recommended for a range of mitigative 
 ecology management to be implemented before, 
 during and after development to successfully mitigate 
 and avoid unforeseen ecological impacts. 

 39 

 PAC D
RAFT 



 January 2023 

 The  proposed  redevelopment  of  the  St  Richard  Gwyn  Secondary  School  largely  aligns  within 

 the  Active  and  Social  Outcomes  Placemaking  Outcomes.  The  re-development  of  the  site  has 

 meant  the  proposal  initially  prioritises  previously  developed  land  to  offer  improved 

 educational  facilities  and  unlocks  the  potential  of  the  site  through  regeneration.  This  is 

 supported  through  a  considered  design  approach  which  allows  the  continued  use  of  the 

 existing facilities whilst the proposed is being constructed to minimise the disruption. 

 The  proposal  also  introduces  sustainable  technologies  which  ensure  the  resilience  to  climate 

 change  through  generating  its  own  renewable  energy  and  reduces  overall  pollution.  The 

 proposal  from  the  initial  design  considerations  has  embraced  innovative  technology  and 

 building  solutions  to  further  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  proposal.  This  presents  the 

 opportunity  to  use  the  school  as  an  active  case  study  and  real  world  example  of  sustainable 

 strategies which can be integrated into lesson plans. 

 The  improved  facilities  offered  through  the  proposal  further  promote  physical,  mental  health 

 and  wellbeing  through  a  vibrant  and  dynamic  landscaping  which  opens  opportunities  for 

 outdoor learning and experiences within the day to day school curriculum where appropriate. 

 Furthermore  the  proposed  school  offers  improved  accessible  and  high  quality  green  space 

 for  the  pupils  and  also  a  range  of  sporting  facilities  which  offer  potential  to  support  a  range  of 

 users  from  the  wider  community.  This  reduces  the  needs  for  car  travel  within  the  surrounding 

 community due to the good sustainable transport methods offered to the site. 

 The  development  therefore  supports  the  aims  of  promoting  a  healthier  and  Globally 

 Responsible  Wales,  as  well  as  broadly  supporting  the  wellbeing  goals  and  placemaking  goals 

 within PPW. 
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 7.  Summary and Conclusion 

 This  statement  has  examined  the  scheme  against  the  relevant  planning  policy  context.  The 
 principle  of  development  is  supported  by  the  current  Local  Development  Plan,  the  emerging 
 Local  Development  Plan,  and  National  planning  policy.  The  proposal  complies  with  Policies 
 1, 3, 9, 12 and 17 of Future Wales 2040. 

 The  newly  proposed  school  will  provide  a  significant  improvement  in  the  education  facilities 

 and  the  learning  environment,  both  internally  and  externally.  The  proposal  is  fully  in 
 accordance  with  relevant  planning  policy  including  the  aims  of  Future  Wales  and  The 
 Wellbeing of Future Generations Act. 
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